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ADOPTED! 

 
These furry 

friends recently 

found their  

forever homes: 

 

CALICO 

MR. FURLEY 

BO            

BUSTER 

DEACON 

CLAIRE      FAY    

JOSEPHINE 

FLASH        SPIKE 

AMADEUS 

MOLLY    COSMO 

QUINCY 

HARLEY     MATT 

KOOCHA 

MOOJI NINA 

THOR 

COAL        BLUE 

HORTON 

OZ      

TWISTER 

BIRDIE 

Timmins & District Humane Society Monthly Newsletter 

The Scratching  
Post 

CATS, CATS AND CATS, OH MY 

‘Tis the season of the cat—and it’s turning out 

to be a long and busy season!  
The warmer months often bring a high number 

of cats to the Timmins and District Humane 

Society. It isn’t unusual for the shelter to be 

busting at the seams with stray and surrendered 

cats as soon as the snow leaves the ground. This 

year is proving to be no different. More times 

than not, staff are walking into the cat intake 

room wondering what we are going to do with 

all those cats!  
While the numbers are certainly not as high as 

they were several years ago, it seems that the 

message of spay/neuter as well as not allowing 

cats to run at large is still not being heard loud 

and clear by some pet owners. 
“We can’t force people spay or neuter their 

cats, but there are definitely both social and 

health benefits for the cats,” said Timmins 

Animal Control Officer Danielle LeBlanc. “There 

are also bylaws that we do enforce regarding 

cats being at large and those guilty of allowing 

their cats to roam can face a fine.” 
In addition to ensuring the cat population does 

not explode, spaying and neutering your cat can 

save them from contracting life-threatening 

cancers. It also reduces the prevalence of 

fighting and spraying among male cats. Cats that 

have been fixed also have less of a tendency to 

roam.  
Currently, TDHS has more cats than there is 

room for them. Luckily, due to partnerships 

with OSPCAs and humane societies across the 

province, several transfers have been set up to 

help move these cats from Timmins so that they 

get a second chance at life in a forever home. 
“Transfers are great and we’re lucky to have 

other shelters willing to help us, but in the end, 

they are a Band-Aid solution,” said TDHS 

Adoption Worker and Assistant Manager 

Krystle Fletcher. “Ideally, we wouldn’t need to 

transfer animals out of the city, and we could 

manage the number of cats here and adopt them 

out through TDHS. “ 
In addition to the healthy, adoptable cats that 

come into the shelter on a regular basis, TDHS 

has also seen an increase of cats with serious 

injuries—injuries that likely wouldn’t have 

occurred had they not been allowed to roam. In 

just the past few months, two cats have needed 

major surgery for broken legs, one kitten 

suffered a major leg injury and is currently 

recovering and another requires a leg 

amputation.  
While there may not be a lot of kittens 

currently available for adoption, TDHS has 

several litters of young kittens that are in foster 

homes until they are old enough to be weaned.  
“We understand that people are naturally drawn 

to adorable, tiny kittens, but there are certainly 

a lot of adult cats awaiting their second, and 

sometimes third, chances at a forever family,” 

Krystle said.  

Come visit our fabulous felines! 
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There has been a lot of talk 

recently about breed 

specific legislation in the 

province of Ontario and 

along with that talk seems 

to come a lot of confusion. 

What breeds are banned? 

How do you tell the 

difference between all the 

bully breeds? Is it working 

and do all banned breeds 

need to be euthanized? 
The Ontario government 

launched the Dog Owners’ 

Liability Act in 2005, and 

with it came the Breed 

Specific Legislation against the American Pit Bull Terrier, 

along with its closely resembled relatives.  
A lot of times people who own the breed claim not to know 

about the legislation and disagree with the assumption that 

their beloved family pet is a liability just because of its breed.  
Since its inception, law makers and animal rights groups have 

been fighting to have it overturned, arguing it has done 

nothing but put a bad name on a breed that was originally 

known as “Nanny Dogs” for their love and loyalty toward 

children. They also claim that the ban attracts the wrong 

kind of owners to the breed, who in the end train them as 

fighting or guard dogs.  
There is no question that bully breeds are strong creatures 

and should be handled properly. But that can also be said for 

several other large and giant breeds.  
As it stands, regardless of who opposes this law, it remains 

in affect. As a provincial law, bylaw and police officers are 

required to enforce it. So here is what the facts are if you 

own an American Pit Bull Terrier, or any of the breeds that 

share its physical features; every Pit Bull born after 

November 2005 is considered illegal, even those born prior 

would have to follow certain criterial to be “grandfathered”, 

which includes being spayed/neutered and being muzzled and 

leashed while in public.  
Those found with an illegal Pit Bull could be sent to court, 

where the responsibility of proving the dog is not a Pit Bull-

type breed is on the owner. The risk in this is the court 

could order the dog euthanized.  
The law states that a dog is a Pit Bull if it is; a pit bull terrier, 

Staffordshire bull terrier, an American Staffordshire terrier, 

an American pit bull terrier or any dog that has an 

appearance and physical characteristics substantially similar 

to any of those dogs. That being said, often dogs that 

resemble the breed, such as the Presca Canario, American 

Bulldog, Cane Corso and several mastiff breeds, are not 

illegal in the province of Ontario.  
So often people say that the problem isn’t the breed but the 

owner, but until Ontario’s government decides to overturn 

the legislation and put stronger laws into effect to ensure 

proper ownership of all breeds, the law is still the law and 

ignorance of said law is not an excuse to break it.  

How BSL in Ontario affects you 

Flea and Tick Season: How to protect your pets 

 

Are fleas and ticks making themselves at home on your pet?  

The warm and summer months mean pet owners need to 

be aware of the bugs that make themselves comfortable 

and our furry friends potentially very ill.   
Ticks are members of the spider family and are attracted to 

three things; body motion, body heat and carbon dioxide. 

They are usually found on the body parts of animals that sit 

closest to the ground, such as the neck, head, around the 

ears the front part and underside of the chest.  
In addition to being uncomfortable, infected blacklegged 

ticks can carry Lyme disease, which can make pets very ill.  
Fleas are parasitic insects that can cause skin irritation, 

itching, redness and sometimes even an allergic reaction 

from a flea bite. Your pet can also become infected with 

tapeworm if they inject flea larva.  
Fleas can be found by combing against the fur to see if 

there are any black spots (or flea dirt). 
Both fleas and ticks can be easily treated and if caught early 

enough do not have to cause any issues for your pets. It is 

best not to remove ticks from your pets yourself, but 

rather to consult your veterinarian for treatment of both 

ticks and fleas.  



 as45 

Looking for forever homes... 

RICKY 

Hi, I’m Ricky, and I would love for us to be 

friends! I’m told by folks at TDHS that I’m such a 

special boy – one of the reasons being that I’m 

part Dalmatian, which, I’m told, is a rare breed 

around this neck of the woods! Did you also 

know that I’m a trained therapy dog? I listen 

very well. I get along with other dogs and cats, 

and I would fit in well in a home with older 

children. I might be an older gentleman at seven 

years of age, but I still have plenty of energy, an 

adventurous spirit, and a ton of love to give! I’m 

eager for the many great adventures that lie 

ahead of me. If you’re looking for a dignified, 

handsome guy to add to your family, I really 

hope that you will stop by TDHS to meet me!  

                               

      SPONSOR ME 
Visit the link below to find out how you can help Ricky and                                

                                     others like him 

                          http://tinyurl.com/nrfuhsz 
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CHICKEN 
Hey there! My name is Chicken, and I’m a 

super awesome girl looking for her forever 

home! I came into the shelter when my 

family could no longer take care of me. I may 

be 7-years-old, but don’t let my age fool you, 

I have a lot of love left to give. I’ve only been 

at TDHS for a short period of time at this 

point, so I’m still getting used to how things 

work around here, but given some time I 

know I can show you that I would be a great 

addition to your family! Come on over and 

meet me and see if I can become a part of 

your heart and home! 

 

SPONSOR ME 
Visit the link below to find out how you can help 

Chicken and others like her 

                         http://tinyurl.com/nrfuhsz 

http://tinyurl.com/nrfuhsz
http://tinyurl.com/nrfuhsz
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www.timminshumanesociety.ca 

www.facebook.com/TimminsHumaneSociety 

Email: newsletter@timminshumanesociety.ca to subscribe! 

How you 

can help! 
 

How to donate 
The Society is always in 

need of the following 

items: 
Clean blankets, sheets,             

towels  

Industrial garbage bags              
Paper towels                    

Dish soap  
Laundry detergent 

Bleach 

Canned pet food  

(cat and dog)        

Kong dog toys  

 Cat/dog treats 

Monetary donations 
 

How to adopt 
Viewing hours are 

Monday-Friday from  

10 a.m. to Noon and  

1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
Visit the shelter or our 

website to fill out the 

application and start 

the adoption  

process! 
  

How to volunteer 
Volunteering means 

everything from  
helping clean and 

walking dogs to  
hanging out with cats 

and helping out at 

fundraising events.  

Contact our  

Volunteer  

Coordinator at  

705-264-1816  

to learn how you can  

get involved! 
 

Contact Us 
620 Mahoney Rd.  

Timmins, ON 

P4R 0H6 

Phone: 705-264-1816 

Fax: 705-264-3870 

HAPPY TAILS:  Bruce’s tale of recovery 

Community ROCKS: Businesses support TDHS 

This is Bruce and he’s out to tell everyone just how 

lucky black cats can be! 
At the end of March 2017, a little 4-month old kitten 

came into the Timmins and District Humane Society 

from another rescue. This wouldn’t be too out of the 

norm, except this little guy was in need of immediate 

medical help.  
The kitten had experienced a very bad femur break and 

was in need of surgery. Shortly after he arrived, he was 

brought to an emergency clinic in Mississauga. Usually in 

these circumstances, the animal has surgery and then is 

returned to TDHS to recover and be placed for 

adoption. However, for this special, little boy, his fate 

was sealed when he arrived in Mississauga. A staff 

member at the clinic immediately fell in love with him.  
“My new family is very loving,” Bruce said in an update 

from his forever family.  They are taking good care of 

me after I had my operation to fix my broken leg.” 
Congratulations to Bruce in finding his happy ending 

after having to endure so much! 

SIP N’ PAINT FUNDRAISER! 
Phenomenal! Thank you so much to Marie-

France, little Cocotte, and Cedar Meadows 

for hosting a super cool Sip N' Paint 

fundraising event in support of the Timmins 

& District Humane Society!  
Pictured here, TDHS manager Alicia 

Santamaria  receives a donation of $523.64. 

This fundraiser was highly-attended and 

received accolades, so kudos to you, Cedar 

Meadows Resort & Spa and to all who 

attended. You rock!  

50/50 FUNDRAISER 
A huge THANK YOU to Melissa Kelly 

Dance Academy (MKDA)- a true friend to 

the animals. 
MKDA  recently had their recital and had 

a 50/50 draw with proceeds being donated 

to the Timmins Humane Society! 

Seen in photo, Alicia Santamaria (TDHS 

Manager) accepts a cheque for $845 from 

Melissa Kelly and Hannah Gagain (dancer).  

How awesome is that? Thank you to 

everyone who was involved in helping 

raise these much needed funds for the 

society! 

https://www.facebook.com/cedarmeadowsresort/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/cedarmeadowsresort/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Melissa-Kelly-Dance-Academy-MKDA-301255443315965/
https://www.facebook.com/Melissa-Kelly-Dance-Academy-MKDA-301255443315965/

