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  ADOPTED! 
These furry 

friends recently 

found their  

forever homes:  

 

Prance  

Manchester  

Aquarius  Libra 

Scorpio Cain 

Aquarius Gaia 

Gemini       Bonnie 

Arron          Taurus 

Monet         Comet 

Tru Purr    Gollum 

Turbo         Willow 

Cookie        Baxter 

Lacie            Nellie 

Fantasia       Oliver 

Sega           Bronco 

Karma        Prance 

Asha          Cooper  

Timmins & District Humane Society Monthly Newsletter 

The Scratching  
Post 

His eyes tell a story. The scars that 

cover his face paint a picture. Both 

are that of sorrow and mistrust.  

The beautiful boy looked at them 

both in terror, refusing to enter 

their vehicle, not realizing that his 

life of struggle and survival was 

over. He didn’t know they were 

there to help, or that he would 

finally be able to rest easy.  

When TDHS staff travelled to the 

Constance Lake First Nation  after 

being asked to be part of a 

vo lun tee r  re scue  o f  the 

community’s over population of 

dogs, they knew it would tug at the 

dog loving part of their souls. They 

never imagined they would meet 

eyes with a dog like White Paw.  

The rescue was a partnership 

between the Humane Society, 

OSPCA, Hearst Pet Finders and 

Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service. 

The plan was to be in the 

community, with permission from 

Chief and Council, as a way for 

people to give up unwanted pets as 

well as provide save haven for 

those without homes.  

With an upcoming planned spay/

neuter clinic, the hope was that the 

round up would help ensure the 

population remains under control.  

The day saw both puppies and 

older dogs. Some were injured, 

others showed signs, like White 

Paw, that dog fights were a reality.  

A small dog, affectionately named 

Chewy, baffled volunteers with his 

large head and tiny legs. Pork Chop 

charmed everyone with his 

beautiful looks and calm demeanor 

and of course everybody cooed 

over the loveable pups they named 

Casper and Jasper.  

By the end of the day, 11 dogs and 

7 cats were brought forward. 

From the hands of Hearst Pet 

Finders, they were transferred to 

the Timmins humane society and 

finally to the Ontario SPCA 

Provincial Education and Animal 

Centre.  

Only White Paw remains in the 

North. He struck a heart string 

with staff, and they couldn’t bare 

to put him through the stress of 

another transport.  

From the information that was able 

to be gathered, White Paw, which 

is what local children called him, 

had never had an actual home in all 

his 2 years. One resident in 

particular had been taken with him 

and provided him with food over 

the years, but he was never 

officially part of the family.  

The scars of his rough and violent 

past are not only evident on his 

face, but his entire body.  

But it’s not what happened to him 

that matters, it’s the gentle soul 

that shines through his eyes and 

the way he has slowly begun to 

trust people around him that 

makes dogs like White Paw the 

reason rescues and shelters do 

what they do. 

It’s the hope of all involved that no 

other dog will have to live this way, 

that one day all pets will be 

welcomed as loving family 

members everywhere.  

Once White Paw recovers, he will 

be placed for adoption.  



The image of a puppy mill is often the same. 

Dogs crammed into small,  dirty cages for 

extreme lengths of time.   

So many dogs will spend their lives in this 

environment, being forced to reproduce 

without being properly cared for.  

But Piper is one of the lucky ones. In 2012 she 

was rescued by the OSPCA from a puppy mill 

in Southern Ontario along with a large 

number of other dogs, her sad eyes showing 

all she had to endure.  

For a long time after she was rescued, 

adopted by an OSPCA employee, Piper 

displayed signs of neglect. She was timid and 

wouldn’t looked a person in the eye. She 

walked low to the ground, afraid of the new 

world around her.   

“Everything was new to her and even now she 

has a hard time with change,” said her adopter 

OSPCA Senior Inspector Lynn Michaud, 

adding that Piper now not only makes eye 

contact, but initiates affection. “I am always 

amazed at how sweet and kind she is despite 

what she’s had to endure.” 

Piper—A Puppy Mill Survivor 

Canine Parvovirus—How to Protect Your Dog 

Pilots & Paws—Soaring to a Second Chance 
Looking at them the elder 

husky mix and the tiny pit 

bull puppy don’t have a lot 

in common. One has 

already lived a long life, 

while the other is just 

beginning.  

But beyond appearances, 

Clover and Max can both 

say they can thank a very 

special organization for 

being alive.  

Clover came to TDHS as 

a stray found roaming the 

streets in 2013. She was 

older, blind, in poor 

condition and diagnosed 

diabetic. She was a classic 

case of a difficult adoption. 

Max, young and full of 

e n e r g y ,  h a d  t h e 

misfortune of being born 

the wrong breed. With 

pitt bull characteristics, 

Max either had to leave 

the province or face 

eu th anas ia  due to 

Ontario’s Dog Owner’s 

Liability Act.  

Enter Pilots N Paws 

Canada, an organization 

made up of volunteer 

pilots and foster homes 

that help transport dogs in 

need to wherever they 

need to go within Canada.  

Today, thanks to Pilots N 

Paws Max lives in a 

forever home in Nova 

Scotia, while Clover is 

living the life at Sheba’s 

Haven Rescue, a place 

that provides palliative and 

special care for senior 

dogs.   
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It’s one word. A word so powerful it strikes 

fear in the hearts of dog owners every-

where. Parvo. 

Usually a disease most commonly seen in 

the spring, it’s been a common occurrence 

at TDHS all winter.  In the past year alone 

there have 15 cases.  Currently, two young 

pups are fighting to survive.  

For those unaware, the canine parvovirus 

mainly affects younger dogs, especially those 

without vaccines and can be fatal if not 

treated. 

With the snow season about to end, the 

likelihood of parvo within the community 

rises as feces is more present and accessible 

to those passing by. The disease is contract-

ed through both direct and indirect contact 

with infected feces.  

Owners not only need to be aware of how 

vaccines can save their puppy’s life, but also 

to be very careful where they bring their 

canine friends. All dog owners need to ensure 

their own pets’ feces are picked up.  

Those who do show symptoms, which in-

clude lethargy, lack of appetite, vomiting and 

diarrhea, often with blood, need to be 

brought to a veterinarian if these symptoms 

persist for more than 24 hours.  

It may cost upwards of $100 per year, but 

depending on how severe the case of parvo 

is, puppies that do become infected require 

serious medical treatment which could cost 

into the thousands of dollars. At TDHS, an 

average case of parvo, which includes inten-

sive care of fluids and medication every few 

hours, can cost an average of $500, whereas 

more severe cases run into the $1,000 range.  

To date anywhere between $7,500 and 

$15,000 has been spent to treat this prevent-

able disease.  

To donate toward the care of these animals 

and others contact us at 705-264-1816.  

Volunteer Pilot Bob Pearson & 

Max 



 

Looking for forever homes... 

TDHS Open House Proves Successful  

Roxy 
On a regular day, Roxy can be found bouncing around the TDHS 

backyard with her canine friends, or greeting those looking for a new 

forever family members. It’s a far cry from the Roxy that came to the 

shelter more than a month ago. Full of fear and uncertainty, Roxy 

pushed people away with her lack of trust, one of the reasons her 

former owners surrendered her to TDHS. Today, she’s a whole new 
girl! Still unsure of the unknown, but much quicker to greet strangers 

and even quicker to show loyalty and unconditional love  once she gets 

comfortable. Super sweet and full of affection, all this lady needs is a 

loving and patient home to let her see how great the world can be. She 

is very high energy and gets along well with both canine and feline 
friends. She may experience some separation anxiety while adjusting to 

her new environment.  Come meet Roxy and help us prove to her that 

the world can be a loving, wonderful place.  
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Jewel 
 

Can you say cutie patootie? This fantastic feline is Jewel and she’s a one-

of-a-kind gal! At one year of age, Jewel finds herself at TDHS waiting for 

her shot at a second chance at love. This laid back and confident girl 

does just fine in any setting, even rambunctious environments! – We 

know this since Jewel has free-reign of the entire shelter and is always 

up near the action, never hiding in the background. Jewel does great 

with other cats and kids. She would eventually settle into a home with 

dogs but would do best in a home with older, calmer canines rather 

than young, lively pups. Cat treats are Jewel’s weakness and the soul 

secret to winning her heart. Is this fun, little diva the lady you’ve been 

looking for? 

Our Pet Adoption Open House 

Series is officially underway! This is a 
new program intended to provide 
T immins  re s i den t s  w i th  an 
opportunity to meet TDHS animals 
available for adoption, become 
familiar with the services provided by 
TDHS, and to have fun learning how 

you can help Timmins’ shelter animals. 
Our kick-off open house took place 
on February 28. We were happy to 
see many people in attendance and to 
receive many adoption and volunteer 
applications as well as donations 
towards animal care. As a result of 
our open house, seven animals were 
homed and just under $500 raised. 
Such generous supporters we have 

here in Timmins.  
Thank you Kiss FM for helping us get 

this event rolling and for volunteering 

the day of the event. Thanks Vicky 
D'Amours Bakery &  Cof fee 
Warehouse for generously providing 
delicious coffee and vegan cupcakes. 
Thanks Moose FM for getting us on 
air leading up to the event and for 
hanging out with us the day of. Thanks 
to Jen and Barry at Pet Valu in the 
Hollinger Court for donating our 
beautiful raffle baskets! Thanks to all 
our amazing volunteers and staff for 
spending a sunny Saturday running 

this event. Finally, thank you Jessica 
Wing for the thoughtful donation that 
pretty much got all of this started. 
We’ll be hosting a Pet Adoption 
Open House on the final Saturday of 
every month and encourage everyone 

to take advantage. See you April 25! 
TDHS Volunteer Amanda Zoratto 



Volunteer Spotlight—Fran & AJ Zimmerman 
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620 Mahoney Road 

Timmins, ON 

P4R 0H6 
 

Phone: 705-264-1816  Fax: 705-264-3870 

www.timminshumanesociety.ca 

www.facebook.com/TimminsHumaneSociety 

Email: newsletter@timminshumanesociety.ca to subscribe! 

How you 

can help! 
 

The Society is always 
in need of the      

following items: 

Clean blankets, 

sheets, towels  

Industrial garbage 

bags              
Paper towels                    

Dish soap  

Laundry detergent 

Bleach 

Canned pet food  

(cat and dog)        

Pet toys  
(please no rope toys 

or raw hides)  

 Cat/dog treats 

 

How to adopt: 
Viewing hours are 

Monday-Friday from 

10 a.m. to Noon and 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Visit 

the shelter or our 
website to fill out the 

application and start 

the adoption  

process! 

  

How to volunteer: 
Volunteering means 

everything from  

helping clean and 

walking dogs to  
hanging out with cats 

and helping out at 
fundraising events.  

Contact our  

Volunteer  

Coordinator at  

705-264-1816 to 

learn how you can  

get involved! 

Staff Profile— Chelsey Romain 

By: Izzy Zimmerman (the newest 
feline in the Zimmerman family) 

 
I was very lucky on the day 
that mom and dad came to the 
shelter looking for a friend for 
Jake (my soon-to-be big 
brother). I was in the kitten 
room and did my best to look 
the cutest, purr the loudest, 
and roll around on my back 
until they noticed me.  Luckily, 
they did, and before I knew it, I 
was in a carrier on my way to 
my new forever home to meet 
my big brother Jake, my older 
sister Miss-Miss and my 
canine sister Lady where I 
have become the newest 
spoiled member of the family.  
All of us have been adopted 
from the shelter!    
You see, Mom and Dad have 
been volunteering with the 

Timmins Humane Society 
since its inception and move to 
the current location on 
Mahoney Road and even 
before that!  
They are dedicated volunteers 
who clean at the shelter once 
a month, and Dad usually 
goes in to help on Thursday 
when it’s spay and neuter day 
and the staff are really busy or 
need extra help. He also does 
handyman-type stuff when 
th ings break down or 
something needs repair.   
Sometimes he’ll go in just to 
catch up on the many tubs of 
laundry that are produced at 
the shelter each day.    
Mom and Dad also sit on the 
Fundraising Committee with 
some other great volunteers 
and help coordinate all of the 
fundraising events such as the 

bake sales, Pet Pictures with 
Santa, Wag-a-Tail-a-Thon, 
Holiday Home tour and 
anything else that helps raise 
money to keep the shelter 
going where so many others 
are still waiting for their forever 
home, a warm lap to snuggle 
in and a kind hand to stroke us 
to sleep.    
Thanks Mom and Dad!    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

No outfit is complete without dog 

hair! It’s a joke among animal 

lovers, but a reality for OSPCA 

Agent Chelsey Romain. 
For those that know her, having 

left the world of journalism for 
that of saving animals didn’t come 

as a surprise.  

For years, she wrote about the 
issues facing animal welfare and 

TDHS, it simply became time to 

walk the talk.  
In 2011, Chelsey became an Agent 

for the OSPCA, covering the 
Temiskaming-Cochrane districts, 

while working out of TDHS.  

While her role primarily involves 
investigating claims of animal 

cruelty, Chelsey has integrated 
into the workings of the shelter, 

helping with caring for the animals 
and volunteering at various 

fundraising events.  

For many years she organized the 
annua l  FORE Paws Go l f 

Tournament, and has been a 
fixture at local events such as the 

Welcome to Timmins Night and 
the Downtown BIA Urban 

Market. But Chelsey’s dedication 
and promise will always be to 

those abused, neglected and 

unwanted animals in the North.  
“I look at my pets and I’m grateful 

I was able to be a part at giving 
them a good life,” said Chelsey. “It 

would be amazing if all pets had 

that same opportunity.” 

At the end of every day, after 

spending the day with animals, 
Chelsey goes home to her own 

large pack, consisting mainly of 
animals adopted from TDHS 

(Cash, Graye, Walker and Binx) as 

well as Rory, Oliver and Cleo.  
“It’s crazy to live with that amount 

of pets and there’s never a dull 
moment, but I wouldn’t have it 

any other way,” Chelsey said. 
“Working in animal cruelty isn’t 

easy, you see a lot of harsh things, 
but being able to come home to 

my crew make my days a little 

better.” 


